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chapter); the disclosure called for by para-
graph (a) must be provided, however, not-
withstanding prior disclosure, if required
pursuant to Item 9 of Schedule 14A (§240.14a—
101 of this chapter). The disclosure called for
by paragraph (b) of this section must be fur-
nished, where required, notwithstanding any
prior disclosure about accountant changes or
disagreements.

2. When disclosure is required by paragraph
(a) of this section in an annual report to se-
curity holders pursuant to Rule 14a-3
(§240.14a-3 of this chapter) or Rule 14c-3
(§240.14c-3 of this chapter), or in a proxy or
information statement filed pursuant to the
requirements of Schedule 14A or 14C
(§240.14a-101 or §240.14c-101 of this chapter),
in lieu of a letter pursuant to paragraph
(a)(2)(D) or (a)(3), prior to filing such mate-
rials with or furnishing such materials to
the Commission, the registrant shall furnish
the disclosure required by paragraph (a) of
this section to any former accountant en-
gaged by the registrant during the period set
forth in paragraph (a) of this section and to
the newly engaged accountant. If any such
accountant believes that the statements
made in response to paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion are incorrect or incomplete, it may
present its views in a brief statement, ordi-
narily expected not to exceed 200 words, to
be included in the annual report or proxy or
information statement. This statement shall
be submitted to the registrant within ten
business days of the date the accountant re-
ceives the registrant’s disclosure. Further,
unless the written views of the newly en-
gaged accountant required to be filed as an
exhibit by paragraph (a)(2)(B) of this Item
304 have been previously filed with the Com-
mission the registrant shall file a Form 8-K
concurrently with the annual report or
proxy or information statement for the pur-
pose of filing the written views as exhibits
thereto.

3. The information required by Item 304(a)
need not be provided for a company being ac-
quired by the registrant that is not subject
to the filing requirements of either section
13(a) or 15(d) of the Exchange Act, or, be-
cause of section 12(i) of the Exchange Act,
has not furnished an annual report to secu-
rity holders pursuant to Rule 14a-3 or Rule
14c-3 for its latest fiscal year.

4. The term ‘‘disagreements’ as used in
this Item shall be interpreted broadly, to in-
clude any difference of opinion concerning
any matter of accounting principles or prac-
tices, financial statement disclosure, or au-
diting scope or procedure which (if not re-
solved to the satisfaction of the former ac-
countant) would have caused it to make ref-
erence to the subject matter of the disagree-
ment in connection with its report. It is not
necessary for there to have been an argu-
ment to have had a disagreement, merely a
difference of opinion. For purposes of this
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Item, however, the term disagreements does
not include initial differences of opinion
based on incomplete facts or preliminary in-
formation that were later resolved to the
former accountant’s satisfaction by, and pro-
viding the registrant and the accountant do
not continue to have a difference of opinion
upon, obtaining additional relevant facts or
information.

5. In determining whether any disagree-
ment or reportable event has occurred, an
oral communication from the engagement
partner or another person responsible for
rendering the accounting firm’s opinion (or
their designee) will generally suffice as the
accountant advising the registrant of a re-
portable event or as a statement of a dis-
agreement at the ‘‘decision-making level”
within the accounting firm and require dis-
closure under this Item.

[63 FR 12929, Apr. 20, 1988, as amended at 54
FR 9774, Mar. 8, 1989]

§229.304T (Item 304T) Item 304T of
Regulation S-K.

NoTE: This is a special temporary section
that applies to issuers for which Arthur An-
dersen LLP (or a foreign affiliate of Arthur
Andersen LLP) had been engaged as the inde-
pendent public accountant to examine the
issuer’s financial statements, or for which
Arthur Andersen LLP (or a foreign affiliate
of Arthur Andersen LLP) had been engaged
to examine a significant subsidiary’s finan-
cial statements and on which the principal
public accountant expressed reliance in its
report, on or after March 14, 2002.

(a) General rule. Those issuers for
which this Item 304T applies must com-
ply with the requirements of §229.304,
except as indicated in paragraph (b) of
this Item 304T.

(b) Special disclosure standards for
issuers to whom this Item 304T applies. An
issuer for which this Item 304T applies
may comply with §229.304(a)(3) in the
following manner:

(1) If Arthur Andersen LLP (or the
foreign affiliate of Arthur Andersen
LLP, if applicable) has already pro-
vided the issuer with a letter addressed
to the Commission stating whether it
agrees with the statements made by
the issuer in response to §229.304, and,
if that letter indicates that it does not
agree, stating the respects in which it
does not agree, the issuer shall file
that letter as an exhibit to the report
or registration statement containing
this disclosure; or

(2) If the issuer has not yet received
that letter and cannot obtain it after
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reasonable efforts, compliance with
§229.304(a)(3) is not required.

(c) This temporary section will ex-
pire on December 31, 2002.

[67 FR 13536, Mar. 22, 2002]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 67 FR 13536, Mar.
22, 2002, §229.304T was added effective Mar.
18, 2002 thought Dec. 31, 2002.

§229.305 (Item 305) Quantitative and
qualitative disclosures about mar-
ket risk.

(a) Quantitative information about mar-
ket risk. (1) Registrants shall provide,
in their reporting currency, quan-
titative information about market risk
as of the end of the latest fiscal year,
in accordance with one of the following
three disclosure alternatives. In pre-
paring this quantitative information,
registrants shall categorize market
risk sensitive instruments into instru-
ments entered into for trading pur-
poses and instruments entered into for
purposes other than trading purposes.
Within both the trading and other than
trading portfolios, separate quan-
titative information shall be presented,
to the extent material, for each market
risk exposure category (i.e., interest
rate risk, foreign currency exchange
rate risk, commodity price risk, and
other relevant market risks, such as
equity price risk). A registrant may
use one of the three alternatives set
forth in this section for all of the re-
quired quantitative disclosures about
market risk. A registrant also may
choose, from among the three alter-
natives, one disclosure alternative for
market risk sensitive instruments en-
tered into for trading purposes and an-
other disclosure alternative for market
risk sensitive instruments entered into
for other than trading purposes. Alter-
natively, a registrant may choose any
disclosure alternative, from among the
three alternatives, for each risk expo-
sure category within the trading and
other than trading portfolios. The
three disclosure alternatives are:

(i)(A)(I) Tabular presentation of in-
formation related to market risk sen-
sitive instruments; such information
shall include fair values of the market
risk sensitive instruments and con-
tract terms sufficient to determine fu-
ture cash flows from those instru-
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ments, categorized by expected matu-
rity dates.

(2) Tabular information relating to
contract terms shall allow readers of
the table to determine expected cash
flows from the market risk sensitive
instruments for each of the next five
years. Comparable tabular information
for any remaining years shall be dis-
played as an aggregate amount.

(3) Within each risk exposure cat-
egory, the market risk sensitive in-
struments shall be grouped based on
common characteristics. Within the
foreign currency exchange rate risk
category, the market risk sensitive in-
struments shall be grouped by func-
tional currency and within the com-
modity price risk category, the market
risk sensitive instruments shall be
grouped by type of commodity.

(4) See the Appendix to this Item for
a suggested format for presentation of
this information; and

(B) Registrants shall provide a de-
scription of the contents of the table
and any related assumptions necessary
to understand the disclosures required
under paragraph (a)(1)(i)(A) of this
Item 305; or

(ii)(A) Sensitivity analysis disclo-
sures that express the potential loss in
future earnings, fair values, or cash
flows of market risk sensitive instru-
ments resulting from one or more se-
lected hypothetical changes in interest
rates, foreign currency exchange rates,
commodity prices, and other relevant
market rates or prices over a selected
period of time. The magnitude of se-
lected hypothetical changes in rates or
prices may differ among and within
market risk exposure categories; and

(B) Registrants shall provide a de-
scription of the model, assumptions,
and parameters, which are necessary to
understand the disclosures required
under paragraph (a)(1)(ii)(A) of this
Item 305; or

(iii)(A) Value at risk disclosures that
express the potential loss in future
earnings, fair values, or cash flows of
market risk sensitive instruments over
a selected period of time, with a se-
lected likelihood of occurrence, from
changes in interest rates, foreign cur-
rency exchange rates, commodity
prices, and other relevant market rates
or prices;
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